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imply, as their corollary, that no humane back-
ground of Indian village life exists. It would be far
more true to say that, in rural India (in spite of
sudden storms of passion, which fanatical religion
sometimes raises), the level of gentle human feeling
remains very high in comparison with any other
portion of the world. The low crime statistics are
evidence of this, if statistical evidence is needed.
Turning to the history of the past, the facts
are equally remarkable. Islam has very gradually
assumed a milder character in India, owing to the
climate and the people. I have travelled in other
Muhammadan countries as well as India, and have
studied with diligence and sympathy the history of
Islam. From all that I have seen and heard I can
vouch for the fact that the tolerant and peace-loving
spirit among Muslims in India is exceptionally
high.
Here, again, it is necessary to modify one's
statement with regard to the past. For in the earliest
years of all, when the armies from Central Asia
came, time after time, for plunder and conquest, the
human misery and bloodshed were incessant. The
whole record is stained deep with blood. But as the
two peoples settled down side by side, and millions
of the lower castes among the Hindus became
Muslims, the tolerant atmosphere of India began
to influence the invaders and life became humane.
Under the greatest of the Moghul Emperors an
inner harmony revealed itself which created great
Art and Music and noble Literature. Above all,